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NEWSLETTER

June 2011
WELCOME to the latest edition of the Warwickshire Against Domestic Abuse newsletter. We hope you find the information and articles useful and informative.  

If you have anything you would like us to include in a future edition please contact me directly on 01926 412417, or email helenjinks@warwickshire.gov.uk. 

Please forward this newsletter onto any colleagues you think may wish to receive it, or contact me with names and email addresses of anyone to be added to the circulation list.  This newsletter is also available to download from the “Professionals” page of www.talk2someone.org.uk.

Helen Jinks



Warwickshire County Council - DA Manager Maternity Cover

Sue Ingram is now on maternity leave and Sheela Udeashi is in place as the DA Manager.
Sheela's contact details are:

Email: sheelaudeshi@warwickshire.gov.uk

Tel: 01926 412016

If Sheela is unavailable, Helen Jinks, DA Admin Officer is available on:

Email: helenjinks@warwickshire.gov.uk

Tel: 01926 412417

Oxfam Stock Appeal

Oxfam is appealing for stock to replenish their stores due to a devastating fire in their Wastesaver recycling plant and warehouse.

Please donate any items you can to your local Oxfam shop today
A huge fire has devastated our Wastesaver recycling plant and warehouse. Tonnes of stock destined for our shops was ruined. We're back up and running, but urgently need your help to refill our shelves: 

Anything you can give us will really help, but in particular we need the following for our pop-up Festival Shop: 

(  winter clothing including coats, tweeds or fake furs 

(  vintage fashion such as dresses, scarves and accessories 

(  fancy dress items 

(  wellies, waterproofs, tents and sleeping bags and knitted blankets.


Just take any clothes you no longer need to your nearest Oxfam shop

I would be grateful if you could please distribute the email below amongst your colleagues, members, partners and place on your intranet, noticeboard or website.  
Further information can be found on the Oxfam website at http://www.oxfam.org.uk/

Home Affairs Committee publishes report on Forced Marriage 

In a report published today [17th May 2011], the Home Affairs Committee criticises the lack of progress made by successive Government towards addressing the concerns raised by its predecessor Committee in 2008. 

Forced marriage remains an issue that affects thousands of young people in the UK—the Committee welcomes the fact that more at-risk individuals are coming forward to seek help but warns that there is insufficient support available to them, and that this situation is set to worsen with many specialist services particularly at risk from spending cuts. 

The Committee is pleased with the relatively high take-up of Forced Marriage Protection Orders—293 issued between November 2008 and February 2011—but disappointed at a lack of agency follow-up to ensure compliance. In the rare instances where breaches are discovered, not enough action is taken, with only one individual jailed. It recommends that the Government, while maintaining this civil route, also criminalises forced marriage, as the Prime Minister promised to consider while in Opposition. This would send a stronger message that forced marriage will not be tolerated.

Our predecessors found that many school authorities were reluctant to take action to protect their pupils against forced marriage, in part because they feared accusations of racism. Evidence to the Committee suggests this situation has not changed: it therefore urges the Secretary of State to take a more pro-active approach to remind schools of their statutory responsibilities on an annual basis and make use of the inspection regime to improve performance. 
The Committee has repeatedly raised the plight of estranged or abused partners who are under pressure from their families to sign a request for their spouses to have indefinite leave to remain in the UK, or who simply want to be kept informed of the progress of their spouse’s application, but are refused this information by the UK Border Agency because of data protection. During its inquiry, the Information Commission confirmed that there are situations in which data protection considerations can legitimately be overridden and the Committee therefore urges the UK Border Agency to encourage staff to use their discretion in these kinds of cases.
Rt. Hon Keith Vaz, Chairman of the Committee said:
"Forced Marriage is a serious issue that affects some of the most vulnerable individuals in the UK. I am very disappointed that progress on protection and awareness remains slow. I am also concerned that a loss of specialist support services due to spending cuts will stunt further progress.
 We believe that the best way to deter people from forcing individuals into marriage is through criminalising forced marriage. Taking this bold step alongside providing a range of services supporting victims of violence and raising awareness in schools must be a priority for the Government. There should be zero tolerance of this harmful activity that ruins the lives of so many."
This article can be found at: http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news/110517-forced-marriage-report/
The report can be read at:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmhaff/880/88002.htm
The report can be down loaded or purchased via:
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/publications/
Home Office Publication - Crime in England and Wales: 

Quarterly Update to December 2010


The quarterly update presents the most recent crime statistics from 2 different sources; The British Crime Survey and police recorded crime. 
To view the records and latest statistics please log on to the website:  http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-statistics/research-statistics/crime-research/hosb0611/
TENDER TRAINING EVENT

In preparation for the forthcoming procurement of the above services and client groups, we will be holding a tender training event on

Tuesday 21st June 2011
Introduction to tendering 

Tuesday 28th June 2011

Part two (more advance tender training)

The sessions will be delivered by Janet Chapman (WCC Sustainable Procurement Officer) and WCAVA (Warwickshire Community and Voluntary Action) will organise the venue and advertise the training on their web site. You are advised to look on www.wcava.org.uk
WARWICKSHIRE SUPPORTING PEOPLE HOUSING RELATED SUPPORT SERVICES FOR:
(  Single Homeless with support needs
(  Homeless Families with support needs
(  People with Complex/Generic needs
(  Young People
(  Domestic Abuse Service (Jointly commissioned with the Community Safety Team) 
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